SC. IL]                          KING LEAR.                                 6l

When nobles- are their tailors* tutors;
No heretics burn'd, but wenches' suitors;
"V\Tien every case in law is right;                             So

No squire in debt, nor no poor knight;
When slanders do not live in tongues;
Nor cirtpurses come not to throngs;
Then shall the realm of Albion
Come to great confusion:
Then comes the time, who lives to see%
That going shall be used with feet.
This prophecy Merlin shall make; for I live before his time.

[Exit.

SCENE   III.   GLOUCESTER'S castle.
Enter GLOUCESTER and EDMUND.

Gloucester. Alack, alack, Edmund, I like not this un-
natural dealing. When I desired their leave that I might
pity him, they took from me the use of mine own house;
charged me, on pain of their perpetual displeasure, neither
to speak of him, entreat for him, nor any way sustain him.

Edmund.    Most savage and unnatural!

Gloucester. Go to; say you nothing. There's a division
between the dukes; and a worse matter than that: I have
received a letter this night; 'tis dangerous to be spoken;
I have locked the letter in my closet: these injuries the
king now bears will be revenged home; there is part of a
power already footed: we must incline to the king. I wOL,
seek him, and privily relieve him: go you, and maintain
talk with thev duke, that my charity be not of him perceohred:
if he ask for me, I am ill, and gone to bed. Though I
die for it, as no less is threatened me, the king my *>ld